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A surprise proposal from theairfax Countyexecutive ?O
to spend $10 million to build additional classrodims

South County Secondary School would alleviate

crowding on the Lorton campus but could delay or

derall plans for a new middle school in the fast- d] LY |5th Victoriousky [Find Yours]
growing area. :
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County Executive Anthony H. Griffla proposal to

add a wing to the campus is a response to the growt
the school experienced soon after opening in 2005.
South County Secondary has 2,929 students in deve
through 12th grades, more than 400 above capacity.
The proposal was disclosed this month.

Many residents and politicians have long champione
a new middle school to ease crowding. Griffin's
proposal, which casts doubt on the prospects fmva
school, puts them in an awkward position.

"l don't want to be ungrateful,” sakthirfax County
School Boardnember Elizabeth T. Bradsher
(Springfield. "I appreciate their offer. But if you have
this amount of money for a wing, why won't you dialae way and work toward resolving the problem
in its entirety?"

Griffin said the county can't afford a new middédsol, which officials said could cost $35 millicm
$40 million if built soon. Instead, he offered Btommend that county supervisors approve $10 millio
over two years to fund the expansion. The dealligest to approval from the School Board and the
Board of Supervisors.

"I can't fix their problem for them, but | can heélem in the short term," Griffin said. He addedtthe
was looking for creative ways to ease crowdingesponse to queries from supervisors.

Officials said Griffin's proposal was unusual besmit would circumvent the usual process for plag
and funding school construction. But as the forbmaton prison and the area around it developed,
many residents have lobbied to expedite schooltnat®n. Their cause has drawn support from
supervisors, state lawmakers, members of Congrekatdeast one congressional candidate.

Dean Tistadtthe school system's chief operating officer, s&dvas "pleasantly surprised" by Griffin's

offer and called it an "elegant solution to a cacgiked problem.” He said he plans to recommend that
the School Board accept
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The wing would add up to 35 classrooms, enabliegstthool to rid its parking lot of more than 20
trailers and to operate with the standard sevemgachedule. The school is using a nine-period
timetable to accommodate extra students.

Tistadt said the expansion could be completed idg aathe 2011 school year. That would elimin:
the need for a change in South County Secondétgisdance zone, which Tistadt said would othen
be necessary next year. In the aftermath of a widiebopular boundary change just approved in
western Fairfax, School Board members might firad #ppealing.

Tistadt acknowledged that expanding South Countp&aary would reduce the likelihood of adding a
middle school in the area in the near future. Busaid an expansion would not rule out a new s¢hool
especially if plans to realign the region's miltdases bring a wave of student$-tot Belvoirand
surrounding neighborhoods.

Many south county residents dispute official asscea that a middle school is unnecessary in the sho
term.

"The need has been here since the school operaed ,Chkristine Morin, daurel Hill resident and co-
chairman of a group dedicated to getting a middiesl built. South County Secondary exceeded
capacity a year after it opened, and the Schoot®Bafierward approved a controversial boundary
change to move some students out.

Students left with the understanding that they wdwdve the opportunity to return once a middle st
was built, said School Board Chairman Daniel Gré&t@Vount Vernor).

Storck called Griffin's offer "generous” but sai@¢ould "exacerbate” some problems. An addition
would lift the school's capacity to 3,000 at a tiwigen the School Board is seeking smaller schbels,
said. An addition also would solidify South Couasya secondary school, even though it was designed
to be a high school. These complications have coedesome supervisors.

"If you add a wing . . . you are still mixing sevie+graders with 12th-graders at a school that Ha303
people,” SupervisdPat S. HerrityR-Springfield) said. "I think it's a short-sightsolution,” he added.

Gerald E. Connoll¥D), chairman of the Board of Supervisors, &upervisor Gerald W. Hyland (D
Mount Vernon)agreed. "l appreciate the effort to try to addtassproblem, but | think the long-term
solutions really will require a separate middleall Connolly said. Hyland said he would "much
prefer that we assert all efforts to construct\a maddle school.”

The supervisors and others have been seeking astonfor a public-private partnership to build a
middle school, similar to the one used for Southif®p Secondary. Herrity said a deal could be close.

Hyland said he would like to try to find a way teeuthe money Griffin suggested for a wing as a 'fdow
payment” for the school. Storck and Bradsher algpart that goal.

School Board member Tessie Wilson (Braddock) dagdssrongly supports Griffin's proposal. "We
need to find some relief for South County [Secoppiaow,"” Wilson said, "not four years from now or
10 years from now. . . . | think it is unfair tdad of people to turn this down with the hope that! find
the money to build a middle school.”

View all comment that have been posted about this ar
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Post a Comment

View all comments that have been posted about this article.

Comments that include profanity or personal attacks or other inappropriate comments or material will be removed from the site.
Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain "signatures" by someone other than the actual author will be removed. Finally, we
will take steps to block users who violate any of our posting standards, terms of use or privacy policies or any other policies
governing this site. Please review the full rules governing commentaries and discussions. You are fully responsible for the content
that you post.
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